« THE SECRET HISTORY OF THE DALAI LAMA»
Press introduction
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By ELSA KESLASSY

F'rench helmer Jan Kounen is teaming
up with Anne Paris to helm docu “The Se-
ret History of the Dalai Lamas.”

Pic will highlight the Tibetan culture
and the history and tradition of the Dalai
Lamas from the 14th century to today. It
will feature an interview of the current A
Dalai Lama and various re-enactements. | koUNEN

Penned by Jean-Claude Carriere
(“Cyrano de Bergerac”), film is a F'rench-German co-produc-
tion between Alfred Hurmer’s Berlin-based Integral Film
and Manuel de la Roche’s Paris-based Movie Sphere.

Sharon Stone, who is a Tibetan Buddhist, has come on-
board to do the narration.

Kounen will also partner with producer Manuel de la
Roche, a former Tibetan monk who also penned and pro-
duced “Darshan, L'Etreinte,” a doe about Indian spiritual
leader Mata Arm 1tanandamay1

Budgeted at $4 million, “The Secret History” will shoot in
September and October and is scheduled for a spring 2010
delivery. Kounen said the idea for the docu sparked from a
TV documentary series project he had with de la Roche ‘

called “Another Reality,” which was supposed to show-
case diverse cultures around the world.
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Alors que Coco
Chanel & Igor
Stravinsky sera
présenté en cloture
de la s¢lection officielle, Jan Kounen
prépare le tournage de The Secret His-
tory of the Dalai I.amas. Pour 'occa-
sion, il retrouve le producteur Manuel
de la Roche, avec lequel il a créé le

documentaire de long métrage Dar-
shan, 'étreinte, qui portait sur la per-
sonnalit¢ hindouiste Ammah. Avec sa
société Moviesphere, il produit ce film
de 4 M€ avec en coproduction [Alle-
mand Alfred Hiirmer (Integral Film).
“Le film va retracer I'histoire de tous
les dalai-lamas et du Tibet du XI'Ve si¢-

ecret History of the D
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Le réalisateur de Barshan I'étreinte prépare un docufiction autour des dalai-
lamas et du Tibet avec Manuel de la Roche qui produit i |0| son 2¢ long métrage.
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Claude Carriere

cle a nos jours. expose le
producteur. L'idée est
née du Tibétain Pema
Dhondup. Je suis allé
voir Jean-Claude Car-
ricre (spécialiste du sujet,
Ndlr), qui a coécrit le
scénario. Il s’agit d’une
grande fresque qui fera
voyager a travers les
époques et les siecles.
Il'y a déja eu des films
sur le dalai-lama, mais

jamais aucun n'a traité de toute leur

histoire.” Le sujet prendra la forme
d’un docufiction, avec des reconstitu-
tions de I’époaue. Ces scenes seront

*HISTOIRE SECR
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tournées en décembre
et janvier, alors que le
tournage du
démarre des juin avec
I'interview du dalai
lama. Le film sera tourné
en anglais, en francais et
en tibétain. “Je ne veux
produire qu'un film de
temps en temps sur des
sujets qui me tiennent a
ceeur et porteur d'un
message, en l'occurrence

film

de paix et de compassion, explique
Manuel de la Roche. Nous avons
le soutien du gouvernement en exil
duTibet. S. Dr.
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JAN KOUNEN
HEADS TO TIBET

Jan Kounen, director of
closing night selection
Coco Chanel & Igor
Stravinsky, will next
head to Tibet to shoot
The Secret Histories Of
The Dalai Lama.

Kounen, who will
direct with Anne Paris,
will begin shooting the
docu-drama in June. The
director will likely shoot
the S5.4m (€4m) film
over the next year.

Secret Histories,
which will use 3D
technology, will tell the
story of the Dalai Lamas
from the 14th century
to today, including the
key moments in Tibet's
history. The current Dalai
Lama will participate.
Germany’s Integral Films
is co-producing.

Nancy Tartaglione
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Cannes, May 18 (IANS) French director Jan Kounen, whose latest
film will be screened on the closing night of the 62nd Cannes

Film Festival, is headed to India for his next project that may star
Amitabh and Abhishek Bachchan in the main leads.

Paris-based Manuel de la Roche, the producer of the proposed
filmSeicrhee Hi story of the Dal ai Lamaso, has
Abhishek on his wish list and hopes to pull off a casting coup.

The fathe's on duo wer e earlier seen together in t
Kehnao and the ASar k aarloda ksreirsi hensa. n 6Tsh efi Pa on.e x t i

AThe film wil/| trace the history of the Dal :
blend dramatised renactments involving the earlier incarnations with excerpts from an
interview with the curtolddANSE. Dal ai Lama, o de |

He also indicated that the producers would soon be approaching both Amitabh and Abhishek
with acting offers for the upcoming production.

AWe are very keen to cast the father and son
a practisng Tibetan Buddhist) will step in as the narrator, while Hollywood star Richard

Gere will also be involved with the project,
Manuel de | a Roche had also produced Koune
Amritanandamayi®dEmft@2er s(hoaDiahres hEembr ace o) . It w

Out of Competition in Cannes in 2005.

De | a Rocheds company Movi e -lfaged lategel Fims&r | oi n e
AThe Secret History of the Dal ai Lamaso.

Both the Dalai Lama film and the feattlength documentary on Mata Amritanandamayi,

who is popularly known simply as-thAtelevgion ar e ¢
series on the diversity of world culture that Kounen and de la Roche had earlier collaborated

on.

According to de l&Ro c h e , AThe Secret Hi story of the D
year in Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh and other parts of the Indian subcontinent.

It will be ready for release in the second half of 2010.

Dutchb or n Kounen6és nCoco s@lyandls &red nigg csrcr tema\
night film at the Cannes.

Saibal Chatterjee.
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